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If the trailer does not exceed 1500kg it
must be fitted with a secondary coupling
(chain, cable, etc) so that, in the event of
separation of the main coupling, the
trailer’s nose/coupling will not touch the
ground and there will be some residual
steering action on the trailer. However, if
the trailer exceeds 1500kg, the braking
system must stop the trailer automatically
if the main coupling separates while the
trailer is in motion.

Any person using a vehicle with
inadequate or poorly maintained brakes
may have the vehicle prohibited. This
offence can also result in prosecution
where, on conviction, the maximum
penalty is £5000 and 3 penalty points.

Weight

Most vehicles are fitted with a plate that
stipulates the maximum weight that the
vehicle can carry or tow. This information
is also contained within the handbook of
most vehicles.

The weights stipulated on the plate or in
the handbook are the total weights
including vehicle, passengers and any
load carried.

It is not permitted to tow an unbraked
trailer when the normal weight (kerbside
weight) of the motor car is less than twice
the weight of the trailer and its load.

Any person using a vehicle in excess of its
permitted weight may have their vehicle
prohibited and can be prosecuted where,

—¢—

on conviction, the maximum penalty is
£5000.

Recording Equipment

If a trailer is being towed by a vehicle with
a combined gross weight of more than
3500kg and is being used in connection
with any trade or business, you may need
to have recording equipment fitted.

If a vehicle being used for business
purposes is detected:

» without recording equipment;

» without properly functioning recording
equipment; or

« failing to keep records;

may be prosecuted and, on conviction,
fined a maximum of £2500.

For further information, contact:

Driver and Vehicle Agency
www.dvani.gov.uk

Enforcement Section
148-158 Corporation Street
Belfast BT1 3DH
Tel: 028 9025 4100
Fax: 028 9025 4111
Email: dvtaenforcements@doeni.gov.uk

( Driver & Vehicle Agency

A Guide on Towing
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Our Mission

“To contribute to road safety, law
enforcement and a cleaner environment
by promoting compliance of drivers,
vehicles and transport operators through
testing, licensing, enforcement and
education.”

Background

This leaflet is not designed as a statement
of law, but to offer guidance on the use of
small trailers not over 3500kg maximum
permitted laden weight on the road.

This leaflet covers the main issues
surrounding the use of small trailers on the
road, outlining the following requirements:

 Driving Licence;

» Brakes;

+ Weight;

* Recording Equipment (Tachograph).
Driving Licence

Vehicles towing small trailers mainly fall
within two groups:

Pre 1 January 1997

Drivers who passed their driving test
before 1 January 1997 can drive the
following categories of vehicle:

Category B: motor vehicles not
exceeding 3500kg maximum authorised
mass (MAM) and with up to 8 passenger
seats.

—¢—

Category C1: medium-sized goods
vehicles between 3500kg MAM and
7500kg MAM.

The maximum weight for the vehicle
combinations is 8.25 tonnes. This can
consist of a 7500kg MAM motor vehicle in
combination with a 750kg MAM trailer or a
4500kg MAM motor vehicle in combination
with a 3500kg MAM trailer.

Post 1 January 1997

Drivers who passed their driving test on, or
after, 1 January 1997 can drive the
following categories of vehicle:

Category B: vehicles not exceeding
3500kg MAM and with up to 8 passenger
seats, along with a trailer weighing up to
750kg MAM (ie 4250kg combined).

Larger trailers can be towed, provided the
combined weight does not exceed 3500kg
MAM and the MAM of the trailer isn’t
higher than the unladen weight of the
towing vehicle.

Drivers who passed their test in a
Category C1 vehicle will be limited to tow
trailers of 750kg MAM unless they pass a
C1+E test.

Any driver who does not hold the required
licence can be prosecuted and, on
conviction, may be fined up to £5000 and
given 3-6 penalty points. Failure to hold
the appropriate licence may also
invalidate the insurance for the vehicle.

——

For further advice on driving licences,
contact DVA Driver Licensing Section on
0845 402 4000 or visit our website at
www.dvani.gov.uk.

Brakes

The minimum requirements for brakes on
small trailers are set out in regulations 20,
21 and 24 of the Motor Vehicles
(Construction & Use) Regulations (NI)
1999 No 454.

If trailers are fitted with braking systems,
they must be kept in good working order
and properly adjusted.

Small trailers are split into two main
groups, determined by the trailer’s
maximum design laden weight. This is as
follows:

Not more than 750kg:
No brakes required.

Trailers manufactured after 1 January
1997 must be fitted with a secondary
coupling (chain, cable, etc) so that, in the
event of separation of the main coupling,
the trailer's nose/coupling will not touch
the ground and there will be some residual
steering action on the trailer.

Not more than 3500kg:

Must be fitted with an inertia (overrun) type
braking system on all wheels.

Must be fitted with a parking braking
system.
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