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What is ANPR?

ANPR is technology that reads Vehicle Registration Marks (VRM’s), processes and

stores the information, makes comparisons with information databases and

produces results.

The technology consists of a camera (colour or infra red), a processor, number plate

recognition and analysis software and an information management package.

How does it work?

Registration numbers of vehicles are recognised by the ANPR system from number plate

images captured by the camera. Comparisons are made with information databases and

the equipment operator is alerted whenever there is a match. These details are passed to

enforcement officers to be followed up either immediately or at a later date. Examples of

information databases used include details of vehicles with no test certificate, no tax, no

vehicle licence or with previous enforcement history.

Where will it be used?

The system can be operated either mobile or fixed to an enforcement vehicle, at the side

of the road, or from over-bridges, day or night in most weather conditions using infrared

technology if necessary. Vehicles identified against the computer database as being non-

compliant may be stopped and directed to a check site for assessment or details may be

recorded and used at a later date to assess compliance.
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