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Technical Policy, Legislation

and Standards Directorate
Balmoral Road

Belfast

BT12 6QL

Tel: (028) 9054 1815

Fax:(028) 9054 7964

Textphone: (028)9066 5453

Email: kevin.henderson@doeni.gov.uk

Date: June 2006
Dear Consulteg,
THE APPROVED TACHOGRAPH CENTRE MANUAL

1. The Department of the Environmentos Driver & Vehicle Testing Agency
(DVTA) is proposing to introduce The Approved Tachograph Centre Manual.
The purpose of this letter isto invite your comments on the content of the
proposed manual.

Background

2. The Community Recording Equipment Regulations (EC Reg 3821/85, as
amended) requires European Member States to approve workshops and fitters
who install, inspect and repair recording equipment (known as tachographs),
fitted in certain goods vehicles and buses. A tachograph is primarily used to
record the driverds driving and rest periods. The recorded information may
be requested by enforcement agencies for the purpose of enforcing driverso
hourso regulations and ultimately reducing road traffic accidents due to driver
fatigue.

3. The Passenger and Goods V ehicles (Recording Equipment) Regulations
(Northern Ireland)1996 provides the DVTA with the powersto approve
tachograph centres and determine the conditions for that approval. The
Approved Tachograph Centre Manual sets out the conditions of approval and
the requirements for correct operation of approved tachograph centres. It aso
explains what is required of all nominated technicians who undertake the tasks
and responsibilities associated with the installation, inspection and calibration
of tachographs.
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4. To ensure aconsistent approach to the tachograph approval regime throughout
the United Kingdom, the Northern Ireland Approved Tachograph Manual is
derived from an existing manual developed by The Vehicle and Operator
Services Agency (VOSA) in GB, in conjunction with the leading tachograph
equipment manufacturers/suppliers. The NI version of the manual reflects
differences in corresponding legislation, appeals process, contact details and
public signage.

5. There are around 30 approved Tachograph Centres operating in NI that will be
affect by the Manual. These Centres are generally integrated within the
workshops of commercial vehicle garages.

Comments

6. The Agency would be grateful for any comments or suggestions you may have
on the proposed manual which can be downloaded from the DVTA website at
www.dvtani.gov.uk, or aternatively if you require a hard copy of the manual
please contact Kevin Henderson at the address above.

7. The consultation period will finish on 29th September 2006. Please ensure all
comments are received by the Agency on or before that date. Any comments
you may have on the contents of the manual should be sent to Kevin
Henderson at the Address shown above, alternatively, you may e-mail or fax
your response to Kevin Henderson, see details above.

8. A completed equality of opportunity analysis form which is part of the
Departmentds equality screening process is also available on the DVTA
website at. www.dvtani.gov.uk

Accessibility

9. Should you require a copy of this document in an alternative format, it can be
made available on request in large print, disc, Braille, audiocassette or text
phone for the hearing impaired. It may also be made available in minority
languages for those who are not proficient in English.

Freedom Of Information Act 2000 T Confidentiality Of Consultations

The Agency may publish a summary of responses following completion of the
consultation process. Y our response, and all other responses to the consultation, may
be discussed on request. The Agency can only refuse to disclose information in
exceptional circumstances. Before you submit your response, please read the
paragraphs below on the confidently of consultations and they will give you guidance
on the legal position about any information given by you in response to this
consultation.
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The freedom of Information Act gives the public aright of access to any information
held by a public authority, namely the Agency in this case. Thisright of accessto
information includes information provided in response to a consultation. The Agency
cannot automatically consider as confidential information supplied to it in response to
a consultation. However, it does have the responsibility to decide whether any
information provided by you in response to this consultation, including information
about your identity, should be made public or treated as confidential.

This means that information provided by you in response to the consultation is
unlikely to betreated as confidential, except in very particular circumstances. The
Lord Chancellords Code of Practice on the freedom of Information Act provides that:

' The Agency should only accept information from third parties in confidence if
it is necessary to obtain that information in connection with the exercise of any
of the Agencyobs functions and it would not otherwise be provided.

f  The Agency should not agree to hold information received from third parties
6in confidenced which is not confidential in nature.

f  Acceptance by the Agency of confidentiality provisions received must be for
good reasons, capable of being justified to the information commissioner.

For further information about confidentiality of responses please contact the
Information Commissionerds Office at,

I nformation Commissionerds Office T Northern Ireland
Room 101

Regus House

33 Clarendon Dock

Laganside

Belfast

BT13BG

Tel. (028) 90511270
Email to ni@ico.gsi.gov.uk

Or seetheir website at:

www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Y ours Faithfully

KEVIN HENDERSON
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